[Pathogenic characterization and study of the mycelial groups of compatibility in Sclerotium cepivorum Berk].
We have studied the pathogenicity and the formation of mycelial compatibility groups of (MCG) in 12 isolates of the fungus Sclerotium cepivorum Berk from the states of Táchira, Mérida, Trujillo in Venezuela and Pamplona in Colombia. The pathogenicity was evaluated according to severity and virulence. In vitro confrontation tests were used to check the presence of compatible and incompatible interactions expressed by MCG when different isolates of the fungus were put together in a petri dish. When pathogenicity was evaluated, we found high levels of disease with isolates T-9, C-1 and TR-10. The isolate T-9 was the most virulent and agressive, as the symptoms began at day 12 and at day 19 and 100% of the nine inoculated plants died. Three responses were observed when confronting S. cepivorum isolates: a reaction of compatibility or anastomosis and two reactions of incompatibility. Two MCG were found, represented by isolates T-8 (Táchira) and TR-3 (Trujillo), which showed incompatibility when faced with other isolates. These results provide a basis upon which the genetic characterization of S. cepivorum can be established.